HOLIDAY
zero waste guide 2021
Don’t Give “Stuff”
Instead of buying new products for your
loved ones, give the gift of an experience,
philanthropy, or knowledge, such as a
membership, a donation to a nonprofit,
or a subscription to an online course.
Or gift something edible like a dessert or
a healthy snack packaged in a reusable
jar. Also consider products that will
help reduce waste, such as reusable
water bottles, mugs, straws, and to-go
containers.

Zero Waste
Gift Wrapping
Most gift-wrapping
paper has more clay content than paper
fiber, making it difficult to recycle. Instead,
choose reusable gift bags, fabric, or items
in your home to wrap gifts like recyclable
comics, posters, maps, or calendars. If you
are shipping gifts, replace foam or bubble
wrap with balled-up, recyclable paper.

Use LED
Holiday
Lights

Sustainable Gift Tags & Cards
Have old holiday cards lying around? Repurpose them
as gift tags or place-setting cards. Consider sending out
e-cards this holiday season instead of cards printed on
photo paper, which cannot be recycled. Similarly, cards
embossed with foil, glitter, or ribbons cannot be recycled.

Traditional
incandescent holiday
lights are huge energy-suckers!
We recommend recycling your old
lights and investing in LEDs. They
may cost a little more up front, but
holiday LED lights consume 80%
less energy and last up to 25 times
longer.

Stop Junk Mail
The holidays can bring catalogs and other mail urging you to
buy, buy, buy. But you can prevent it! As soon as you receive
an unwanted publication, call the 1-800 number and ask to be
removed from their list. Learn more tricks, including six steps to
getting and staying off mailing lists, at ecocycle.org/junkmail.

Make Gatherings Zero Waste

Recharge It!
Every year, over 15
billion batteries are
produced worldwide,
and many are alkaline
batteries that are thrown out after
use. Replace your alkaline batteries
with rechargeable ones. Newer models
can charge in as little as 15 minutes!

Instead of disposable tableware, serve food on
reusable dishware. Borrow dish sets and glassware
from friends or go thrift store shopping for a special
holiday set. Decorate the table with foraged greenery,
gourds and squash, bowls full of apples, or other
seasonal fruits and veggies. Always try to reduce food
waste by meal planning and storing food correctly,
and compost food scraps whenever possible! Try
backyard composting, or call your recycler to see if they offer
curbside compost service.

Christmas Tree Recycling
You can bring your Christmas tree to the Town of Erie Drop Off Center! The Center accepts
trees less than 12 inches in diameter all year long. Please be sure to remove all decor,
tinsel, lights, stands, wire, etc. Do not leave other materials like garlands, wreaths, or trash.
Erie Recycling Center Open daily, 8 am–4 pm
1000 Briggs St., Erie
For more information, visit erieco.gov/ZeroWaste, or call 303-926-2880

Wishing you and your loved ones

Happy Holidays!

2022

Town of Erie
Event Calendar

February

21 - Erie Ice Rink Closes

March

25- Someone Special Dance*

April

16 - Underwater Easter Egg Hunt*
29 - Arbor Day Celebration
30 - Strider Bike Derby*

May

12 - Farmers Market Begins - Weekly on Thursdays
13-15 - Balloon Launch
14 - Town Fair
28 - Concert in the Park #1

June
5 - Movie in the Park
11 - Family Health & Fitness Day
19 - Concert in the Park #2
25 - Colorado Firecracker Run

July

August

2 - National Night Out
6 - Concert in the Park #5
13 - Touch-A-Truck
20 - Movie in the Park #3
27 - Rad Rover Kids Obstacle Adventure*
27 - Wine & Jazz Festival

September

8 - Farmers Market Ends
24 - Tails & Ales

October

1 - Miner’s Blast
8 - Erie Brewfest
29 - Boo! on Briggs Street
31 - Halloween Safety Stop*

December

2 - Parade of Lights
10 - Santa’s Workshop*

Bold event denotes event is a Town of Erie Event.
*Registration is required, space is limited and additional fees may apply.

Event dates are tentative and subject to change.

3 - Fireworks Display
9 - Concert in the Park #3
16 - Movie in the Park #2
23 - Concert in the Park #4

For more information visit: erieco.gov/SpecialEvents
or find us on Facebook!

The events included on this calendar are either run by the Town of
Erie or are sponsored and/or endorsed by the Town of Erie.
UPDATED: 12.20.2021

